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Format:
This study presents the biblical texts dealing with the period from the establishment of the Israelite

monarchy until the fall of Judah to Babylon. It does so by harmonizing the appropriate historical and
prophetic books chronologically. To accomplish this the books of 2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings are used as a
baseline. This is appropriate because these works deal more broadly with the entire history of the period.
By contrast, 1-2 Chronicles deal very little with the northern kingdom of Israel. This approach creates
three natural sections, based on the division of these three books and the chapter divisions within them.
The third section is much larger only because it contains both the historical material and prophetic works
that fall within this period.

Pre-Exilic Prophets:
One of the challenges that a Bible student faces in studying the history of Judah and Israel is how to

fit in the study of the prophetic texts which fall within this period. While some texts, such as Isaiah and
Jeremiah, are too large to be surveyed in a harmony of this nature, other texts, such as Obadiah, Joel &
Jonah, give no absolute indication of the date of their composition. In this study we have woven the texts
of prophetic books into their appropriate chronology as the harmony progresses. This will accomplish a
number of things:

• First it will assist the student in placing prophetic works in their proper historical context.
• Second it will allow the student to read literature from the period under consideration itself.
• Finally, it will slow down the rapid pace at which much of the historical material must be pre-

sented, to allow for some contemplation upon the prophetic message presented within the texts.

Using this Book:
On the pages that follow the student will find first, a table of contents, breaking down all fifty lessons

by subject, text, and page number. These are keyed to three charts in the back of the book which outline
the harmony of the historical texts of 2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, and 1-2 Chronicles. These charts should be
consulted throughout the study in order to visualize where the study is going and how the various texts
fit together. If this booklet is used in a Bible class, the teacher will work through each of these lessons at
the pace which he chooses. Each lesson is intended to assist the student in organizing, processing, and
learning from the texts being studied. They should not be seen as complete explanations of or substitutes
for the reading of the biblical text itself. The student is encouraged to read all of the biblical texts listed
at the beginning of each lesson in order to benefit the most from this study and to be able to answer all of
the questions.

Kyle Pope

Introduction

Introduction
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The first section of our study,
built around the content of 2 Sam-
uel, focuses on the kingship of
David. 2 Samuel begins with Dav-
id learning about the death of Saul
and his sons. This is quite moving
to David. Although Saul had
fought against him, David always
maintained a respect for Saul’s
authority as the Lord’s anointed (1
Sam. 24:4-6). In addition to this
David had a close friendship with
Jonathan (1 Sam. 18:1). This is
seen in the song which David
composes in mourning the death
of Saul and Jonathan. David de-
scribes Jonathan’s love for him as

“wonderful, surpassing
the love of women”
(1:26).

First Chronicles
records for us that
Saul’s death became an
occasion for great re-
joicing among the Phi-
listines. Finding Saul’s
dead body, they decapi-
tate his corpse and pa-
rade his head in their
territory and temple.
While Saul had tried to take his

own life, 2 Samuel re-
lates that an Amalekite
ended his life, at Saul’s
request. This Amalekite,
brings word to David of
Saul and Jonathan’s
death. Because he ad-
mitted that he killed
Saul, David has the man
executed. The men of
Jabesh Gilead get Saul’s
body and bury it.  David
extends his kindness to
them because of this.

     With Saul dead, the
men of Judah anointed
David as king. In fact,
years before, Samuel

Lesson 1

Gibeon

Hebron

Jabesh-

Gilead

MOUNT

           GILBOA

�THE GREAT

SEA

SALT

          SEA
Ziklag

N

Lesson One

ISRAEL

PHILISTIA

Mount Gilboa, where Saul died.

Courtesy of eBibleTeacher.com.

Saul’s Death & David,

King of Judah
2 Samuel 1:1-3:5; 1 Chronicles 10:1-14

had anointed David king of all Is-
rael, when the Lord rejected Saul
as king (1 Sam. 16:13). Abner,
Saul’s commander anoints Saul’s
forty-year-old son Ishbosheth
king, refusing to accept the rule of
David. For seven and a half years
David reigns over Judah alone
from Hebron during this time of
conflict with Abner.

A strange relationship of kin-
ship and enmity existed between
those faithful to David and those
faithful to Ishbosheth. This is seen
in a meeting that takes place at
Gibeon between Abner and Joab,
one of David’s officers. The two
sit opposite each other at a pool in
Gibeon and propose a competition

A water shaft in Gibeon, thought to have been the

“pool of Gibeon.” Courtesy: BiblePlaces.com.



10 Harmony of 2 Samuel,  Kings & Chronicles

Jabesh-Gilead. The men of Jabesh-Gilead

buried Saul's body.

Photo: Courtesy of BiblePlaces.com.

Questions:

1. From what had David returned when he learned of the death of Saul and Jonathan? ______________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. What were the names of Saul’s three sons who died in the battle and who killed them?

a. _____________________________________  b. _______________________________________

and c. ________________________________ , killed by___________________________________

3. On what mountain did Saul die?_______________________________________________________

4. What phrase, common in modern speech, is found three

times in David’s Song of the Bow? ____________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5.   What about these cities would make David say, “tell it not in

      Gath” and “proclaim it not in Ashkelon”? _______________

  _________________________________________________

6.  What had Saul done for Jabesh Gilead early in his reign (1

     Sam. 11:1-15)?_____________________________________

7.  What is said about Asahel’s physical prowess? ____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Who killed Asahel? _________________________________________________________________

9.  List the six children born to David while at Hebron and their mothers:

a.  ____________________________________  Mother:___________________________________

b.  ____________________________________  Mother:___________________________________

c.  ____________________________________  Mother:___________________________________

d.  ____________________________________  Mother:___________________________________

e.  ____________________________________  Mother:___________________________________

f.  ____________________________________  Mother: ___________________________________

between their men.
Twelve from each side
fight each other to the
death. This expands into
pursuit and all out war-
fare, resulting in the
death of nineteen of Dav-

id’s men (including Asahel, Joab’s
brother) and 360 of Abner’s men.
The battle ends when Abner calls
to Joab from a hilltop, saying,
“shall the sword devour forever?”
(3:26). With this the two agree to
end the pursuit.

Asahel, Joab’s brother dies

in the soldiers’ competition

which turns into a battle.
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Part One

1. Report of Saul’s Death
Song of the Bow

2. David—King of Judah
Ishbosheth - King of Israel
War Between Israel & Judah

3. Abner Joins David
Joab Kills Abner

4. Ishbosheth is Killed
5. David—King of Israel

Conquest of Jerusalem
Defeat of Philistines

6. Ark Brought to Jerusalem
7. God’s Covenant with David

David’s Thanksgiving
8. Conquests of David
9. David’s Kindness to

Mephibosheth
10. Defeat of Ammon & Syria
11. David & Bathsheba
12. Nathan Comes to David

Death of David’s Son
Solomon’s Birth
Rabbah Captured

13. Amnon & Tamar
Absalom Murders Amnon

14. Absalom Returns to Jerusalem
15. Absalom’s Treason

David Escapes from Jerusalem
16. Mephibosheth’s Servant

Shimei Curses David
Ahithophel’s Advice

17. Hushai’s Advice
Hushai’s Warning to David

18. Absalom’s Defeat & Death
David Mourns for Absalom

19. David’s Return to Jerusalem
20. Rebellion of Sheba
21. David Avenges the Gibeonites

Philistine Giants Killed
22. David Praises God
23. David’s Last Words

David’s Soldiers
24. David’s Sin in Taking a Census

The Altar of the Threshing
Floor

2 Samuel

1:1-16
1:17-27
2:1-7
2:8-11

2:12-3:5
3:6-21
3:22-39
4:1-12
5:1-5
5:6-16
5:17-25
6:1-23
7:1-17
7:18-29
8:1-18
9:1-13

10:1-19
11:1-27
12:1-15
12:16-23
12:24-25
12:26-31
13:1-22
13:23-39
14:1-33
15:1-12
15:13-37
16:1-4
16:5-14

16:15-17:4
17:5-14
17:15-29
18:1-18

18:19-19:8
19:9-43
20:1-26
21:1-14
21:15-22
22:1-51
23:1-7
23:8-39
24:1-17
24:18-25

1 Chronicles

10:1-14
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

11:1-9
–

14:8-17
13:1-14; 15:1-16:6

17:1-27
16:7-36
18:1-17

–
–

19:1-19
–
–
–
–

20:1-3
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

20:4-8
–
–

11:10-12:40
21:1-30

–

PART ONE
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Part Two

1. Adonijah’s Rebellion
(David’s Preparations for the
Temple)
(Military & Political Divisions)
David’s Choice of Solomon

2. David’s Instructions to Solomon
(Offerings for Temple)
(David’s Praise of God)
Death of David
Solomon’s Rise to Power

3. Solomon’s Wisdom
4. Solomon’s Reign & Wisdom
5-7. Solomon Builds the Temple
8. Ark Brought into the Temple

Solomon’s Speech
Solomon’s Prayer
Blessing & Dedication of Temple

9. God Appears to Solomon
Solomon’s Achievements

10. Queen of Sheba
11. Solomon Turns from the Lord

Rise of Jeroboam
Death of Solomon

12. Rehoboam
Jeroboam’s Rebellion

13. Prophecy Against Jeroboam
14. Fall of Jeroboam

Rehoboam reigns in Judah
15. Abijam reigns in Judah

Asa reigns in Judah
Nadab reigns in Israel

16. Baasha reigns in Israel
Elah reigns in Israel
Zimri reigns in Israel
Omri reigns in Israel
Ahab reigns in Israel

17-19. Elijah
Elisha Follows Elijah

20-22. Ahab & Syria
Fall of Ahab
Jehoshaphat reigns in Judah
Ahaziah reigns in Israel

1 Kings

1:1-27
–

–
1:28-53

2:1-9
–
–

2:10-12
2:13-46
3:1-28
4:1-34

5:1-7:51
8:1-13

8:14-21
8:22-53
8:54-66

9:1-9
9:10-28
10:1-29
11:1-13

11:14-40
11:41-43
12:1-24
12:25-33
13:1-34
14:1-20
14:21-31

15:1-8
15:9-24
15:25-32

15:33-16:7
16:8-14
16:15-20
16:21-28
16:29-34

17:1-19:18
19:19-21
20:1-34

20:35-22:40
22:41-50
22:51-53

1 & 2 Chronicles

–
22:1-26:32

27:1-34
29:21-25
28:1-21
29:1-9

29:10-20
29:26-30

–
1:1-12

1:13-17
2:1-5:1
5:2-6:2
6:3-11

6:12-42
7:1-11

7:12-22
8:1-18
9:1-28

–
–

9:29-31
10:1-19

–
–
–

11:1-12:16
13:1-14:1

14:2-16:14
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

18:1-19:3
17:1-19; 19:4-20:37

–

PART TWO
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1. Judgment of Ahaziah
2. Elijah’s ascension

Elisha begins his work
3. Moab’s rebellion
4-6. Elisha’s work
6-8. Conflict with Syria

Death of Ben-Hadad
Jehoram reigns in Judah
Ahaziah reigns in Judah

9. Jehu reigns in Israel
Joram killed
Death of Ahaziah
Jezebel’s Death

10. Ahab’s family killed
Purging of Baal worshippers
Death of Jehu

11. Athaliah reigns in Israel
Joash reigns in Judah
Death of Athaliah

12. Joash repairs the temple
(Apostasy of Joash)
Threat of Hazael
Death of Joash

13. Jehoahaz reigns in Israel
Jehoash reigns in Israel
Death of Elisha
Israel recaptures cities from
Syria

14. Amaziah reigns in Judah
Jeroboam II reigns in Israel

15. Azariah reigns in Judah
Zechariah reigns in Israel
Shallum reigns in Israel
Menahem reigns in Israel
Pekahiah reigns in Israel
Pekah reigns in Israel
Jotham reigns in Judah

16. Ahaz reigns in Judah
17. Hoshea reigns in Israel

Captivity of Israel
Resettlement of Samaria

18. Hezekiah reigns in Judah
(Hezekiah’s Reforms)

18-19. Sennacherib
20. Hezekiah’s life extended

Babylonian visitors
Death of Hezekiah

21. Manasseh reigns in Judah
Amon reigns in Judah

22. Josiah reigns in Judah
Discovery of the book of Law

23. Restoration of true worship
Death of Josiah
Jehoahaz’s reign & captivity

23-24. Jehoiakim reigns in Judah
Jehoiachin’s reign & captivity
Fall of Jerusalem
Zedekiah reigns in Judah

25. Fall of Judah
Gedaliah governor of Judah
Jehoiachin released
(Proclamation of Cyrus)

2 Kings

1:1-18
2:1-18

2:19-25
3:1-27
4:1-6:7
6:8-8:6
8:7-15

8:16-24
8:25-29
9:1-13

9:14-26
9:27-28
9:30-37
10:1-17
10:18-31
10:32-36

11:1-3
11:4-12

11:13-21
12:1-16

–
12:17-18
12:19-21

13:1-9
13:10-13
13:14-21
13:22-25

14:1-22
14:23-29

15:1-7
15:8-12
15:13-16
15:17-22
15:23-26
15:27-31
15:32-38
16:1-20
17:1-4

17:5-23
17:24-41
18:1-12

–
18:13-19:37

20:1-11
20:12-19
20:20-21
21:1-18
21:19-26

22:1-2
22:3-20
23:1-25
23:26-30
23:31-34

23:35-24:7
24:8-12
24:13-16
24:17-20
25:1-21
25:22-26
25:27-30

–

2 Chronicles

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

21:1-20
22:1-9

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

22:10-12
23:1-11

23:12-21
24:1-14
24:15-22

–
24:23-27

–
–
–
–

25:1-28
–

26:1-23
–
–
–
–
–

27:1-9
28:1-27

–
–
–

29:1-2
29:3-31:21

32:1-23
32:24-31

–
32:32-33
33:1-17
33:21-25

34:1-7
34:8-28

34:29-35:19
35:20-27

36:1-4
36:5-8

36:9-10
36:15-21
36:11-14

–
–
–

36:22-23
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